CHAPTER VI
The Muslim Invasion of Rome
AT the beginning of the ninth century A*D. the
Muslims conquered Crete and Sicily, as already
mentioned, as well as some of the provinces of
southern Italy.   They undertook in the Italian waters
a series of invasions and naval combats which form a
unique   chapter   in  Islamic history.   Muslim   con-
quests were previously limited to land close to the
shores of the Mediterranean, and the Muslims came
into the sea only in a few invasions.   They then
besieged Constantinople,   which  was one   of their
greatest naval expeditions, and then crossed over to
Spain.    The misfortunes which the Muslims suffered
before the walls of Constantinople increased their
fears   of the  sea  and its horrors.   They  had   to
pass another century in discovering its secrets and
studying its nature and conditions ; they were led to
this by the force of events.   The Norman invasions
of the shores and ports of Andalusia, for example,
induced the government of Cordova to build fleets
and naval forces.   The danger which threatened the
Aghlabites in Africa, from the sea, obliged them to
build fortifications and naval institutions, and to amass
a trained host of admirals and seamen.   The eighth
century was an era of naval experiments  for the
Muslim fleets.   They limited their activities to de-
fence, and only on rare occasions attacked and went
far into the sea.   At the dawn of the ninth century
things were changed when these fleets roamed in the
Mediterranean from one end to the other, conquered
its islands and ravaged their shores and ports.   Thus,
as we have seen, the ninth century was the age of the